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Wedding tools
make planning easier

E

nsuring an event goes on
with minimal hiccups takes
patience and thorough
planning. This is especially
true for weddings, when many
elements must merge together
for a memorable day. Today’s
couples have a bevy of new
resources at their disposal to
facilitate wedding planning.

The internet makes vetting
vendors and reading reviews that
much easier, but wedding-related
apps also can simplify wedding
planning. The following are some
top picks as culled by Wedding
Shoppe, Inc., The Knot and
Lifehacker.

OH-70028381

Wedding Spot: Couples can
search for their ideal wedding
venue based on location, budget,
styles, and capacity. The website
enables users to plan their ideal
weddings and get cost estimates
based on guest list and options.

Users also can access discounts
and exclusive deals.

Wedding LookBook: This
app enables couples to browse
through thousands of dresses,
accessories, jewelry, and much
more. The app will help customers
find products in their area.
Shutterfly: This photo,
invitation and image-sharing tool
can be an inexpensive place to
create save-the-date stationery,
invitations, and photo memory
books.

Appy Couple: This app and
website helps couples manage
their budgets, timelines, wedding
parties, and seating charts, while
also allowing them to share
photos. There is a free version
and basic packages that allow
access to more features.
iWedding Deluxe: In addition
to managing timelines, to-do

Phones, tablets and computers can give couples access to many
different wedding planning resources.
lists and vendors, this app offers
inspiration ideas for gowns,
manages and tracks gifts, and
offers first dance suggestions
from iTunes. However, it is only
available to iPhone users.
AllSeated: This tool can
help couples figure out seating
arrangements by creating 3D
floor plans of the event, and
couples can pull contacts from
email and social networks to
establish a guest list. If floor
plans are unavailable in their

database, they can be drawn.

The Knot’s Marketplace:
With the click of a button,
couples can search for
wedding vendors in all different
categories, read reviews, and
directly connect with those
businesses.

HitchSwitch: Brides or
grooms who may be changing
their names can do so in one
convenient place. Three different
packages cater to various namechanging needs.

February 28, 2018

4

WEDDING
COSTS:
WHAT TO
EXPECT

N

ewly engaged couples
may experience an
array of emotions
when they sit down to plan their
weddings. Some couples cannot
wait to jump into planning and
want to catalog every aspect of
the process, while others may
proceed with caution because
they don’t know what to expect
— particularly in regard to cost.
Many couples find it difficult
to create their wedding budgets
because they have no previous
experience to draw on. The
wedding planning advisor
CostofWedding.com indicates
the average wedding cost in the
United States is $26,720, with
most people spending between
$20,000 and $34,000. Seventh
Heaven Event Catering states
that, in Canada, the average
wedding costs around $30,000.
Such costs can vary
greatly depending on couples’

preferences, including where
they hope to tie the knot.
By breaking down wedding
expenses, couples can get a
clearer picture of how much
they may need to pay for their
weddings and where they may
need to cut costs.
Reception site: According to
The Knot, a premiere wedding
planning resource, couples can
expect their receptions to eat
up the largest chunk of their
wedding budgets. Wedding
reception venues may cost
between $10,000 and $15,000.
The average price for catering
per person is roughly $70. Bar
service may be around $2,000
for a three- to four-hour party.
Some reception sites combine
the room cost with the food and
beverage costs, while others
have à la carte fees.
Cake: Wedding cakes tend to

be multitiered intricate designs,
so they will cost more than
birthday cakes. According to
Statistics Brain, wedding dessert
will come in around $390.
Music: The Knot says
wedding bands cost around
$3,500, which is more than
twice as much as hiring a deejay
($1,200). Soloists or ceremony
musicians may cost around
$650.
Wedding planner: Many
couples employ wedding
planners to make planning
their weddings easier. Wedding
planners cost an average
of $1,300, says Thumbtack,
a company that matches
professionals with people who
require their services.
Transportation: Limousines
and other transportation prices
vary depending on the vehicle(s)

couples choose. The Knot notes
that budgeting between $400
and $500 for transportation might
be wise.
Wedding gown: Brides-to-be
should expect their gowns to
cost around $1,100 and the veil
or headpiece to be roughly $120,
according to the Association of
Bridal Consultants.
Photography and Video:
Preserving wedding day
memories costs around $2,800
for video and photography
services, based on data from
Statistics Brain.
The smaller details, such as
accessories, gifts, officiant fees,
stationery, spa services, and
favors can quickly add up as
well. Couples should be sure to
leave some wiggle room in their
budgets for incidental expenses
that may pop up.
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Choosing wedding color palettes

S

ome brides may feel
beholden to the color white
on their wedding days, at
least in regard to their gowns.
Those who do often embrace
the opportunity to showcase
their personal styles
and set the mood
for their nuptials by
embracing various
colors throughout
their ceremonies
and receptions.

colors. Country and garden
weddings can borrow ideas from
the landscape, with natural linens
paired with wildflowers. Using
whites, grays and beiges enables
couples to add a pop of color

Color can be a
critical component
when establishing
the ambiance for
a wedding. Color
can evoke certain
moods and set the
tone for the day.
Some colors work
better together
than others, so
while choosing
a color scheme
may seem like an
easy undertaking,
some couples may
find it requires
more careful
consideration than
they first imagined.

Colors can come from
anywhere, but many couples try
to coordinate their color schemes
with the season in which the
wedding takes place. In fact,
couples who are finding it difficult
to decide on a palette can look to
seasonal colors for inspiration. For
example, pastels and blooming
flowers can set the scene for
spring weddings, while jewel tones
and rich reds and greens may be
fitting for winter ceremonies.
Some couples opt for more
loosely defined color palettes,
such as neutral and natural

without overwhelming the setting.
Brides magazine suggests
that couples avoid choosing
too many colors. A maximum
of three with one metallic can
ensure that things look cohesive
without being over-the-top. Also,
brides and grooms needn’t feel
pressured by the “hot” colors of
the moment. As with clothing
and hairstyles, trends change. It
is better to select colors that will
stand the test of time and look
good for years to come.

that are opposites on the color
wheel. Also, colors that share
proximity on the color wheel will
have similar tones and play well
together. Examples of opposite
colors include purples and
yellows, reds and greens, and

Couples may have to
incorporate colors already at their
wedding venues into their style.
Fortunately many reception sites
are outfitted in neutral tones to
enable customization.
The wedding resource The
Knot also says having a basic
knowledge of the color wheel
can help. Typically, colors that
pair well together are those

oranges and blues.
Couples should not be afraid
to take some chances with
their color palettes, especially
if they want to make a bold and
modern statement.

Norman’s
Niche

Wines and More
Large Selection Of Wines, Domestic &
Craft Beers,
Wine Accessories, Wine Scented Candles,
and Silver Bridge Coffee
OH-70028380

According to
the bridal guide A
Practical Wedding,
wedding colors
can give couples a
starting-off point for all of the other
details of their weddings. This
ensures the wedding ultimately
has a cohesive look. Colors
need not necessarily match, but
borrowing on similar hues can
make it easier to plan wedding
party wardrobes, flowers, table
linens, and much more.

219 S. SANDUSKY AVE | BUCYRUS, OH | 419-617-1126
Hours: Tues - Thurs 11 to 7 Fri and Sat 11 to 9
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‘Plus one’ etiquette for weddings
C

ouples tying the knot
typically want to share
their excitement with as
many friends and family members
as possible. Preliminary wedding
guest lists can be quite extensive,
but many couples ultimately
shorten such lists in adherence to
their budgets.

One fuzzy area in regard to
guest lists is whether or not
to include a “plus one” on the
invitation for single friends or
family members. A “plus one”
refers to single guests’ dates.
Party planners may extend the
courtesy of giving single guests
the choice of whether they would
like to bring someone along to
the event or attend solo. The
rules concerning plus ones are
flexible, and ultimately, it may be
up to the couple to create their
own plus-one rules. The following
tips can help couples determine
which way to go.

Length of relationship

One way to set limits on
plus ones is to look at invitees
on a case-by-case basis.
Think about unmarried guests
and the type of relationship
status they currently claim.
For example, a cousin who
has been dating someone
for several months can be
encouraged to invite this
serious boyfriend/girlfriend.

Recently divorced or
widowed guests may not
feel comfortable bringing a
date along, but because this
person was in a committed
relationship so long, it may be
well worth the courtesy to allow
these types of guests to bring
someone along so they can feel
more comfortable.
Etiquette experts at The Knot
say that, whenever possible, all
guests should be addressed by

name on the invitation. Couples
can ask single friends whether
they plan to bring a date to the
wedding and who their dates
might be.

Number of single friends

invitation to understand some
key plus-one rules as well.

• If the invitation does not say
“plus one” or “and guest,” that
means you have been invited
alone. It is rude to bring a guest
unexpectedly.

Another consideration is
how many single people will be
invited to the wedding. If it’s a
small number, a blanket plusone rule can be established.
However, if many guests are
single, which tends to happen
when young couples are
getting married, the cost can be
prohibitive. Single friends and
family can be seated together
so that they can converse and
have fun.

• Avoid asking to bring
someone to the wedding if you
were not originally given the
option.

For the guests …

Weddings can be complicated
to plan, and negotiating plus
ones for single guests is part of
that planning.

It’s important for people on
the receiving end of a wedding

• If you were given plus-one
status, be sure to respond with
your guest’s name. If you can’t
confirm who you will be bringing
or don’t know if you will have a
date for the evening, it is better
to come alone.
• Don’t use the plus one as a
chance to bring a friend only for
the free food and drinks.
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How to handle
seating wedding guests

Seating guests can be tricky,
but employing a few strategies
can make the process go quickly
and smoothly.

Use a seating chart. A
seating chart, whether it’s venuespecific or one couples make
themselves, is essential. If you
using a self-made chart, inquire
with the venue about the shape
of tables, how many guests each
table can seat, and the location
of tables around the space.
Start with the wedding
party table. Couples can
ease themselves into the task
of seating by doing the easy
tables first. The primary one is
the wedding party table. This
traditionally can be a dais or a
sweetheart table flanked by the
wedding party. According to
Martha Stewart Weddings, the
table should be centrally located
and the wedding couple should
sit in the middle. A male-female
pattern follows on either side
of the couple, consisting of the

ushers, bridesmaids, best man,
and maid of honor. If much of
the wedding party is already
married, couples may opt to have
the wedding party sit with their
spouses instead of at the dais.

Organize family tables.
Tables for parents, grandparents
and immediate family members
of the bride and groom also
are high priority. Both families
can be combined at one table,
or they can be separated into
two tables. These tables should
be the closest to the bride and
groom.
Consider mobility issues.
Next seat guests who have
specific needs at tables.
Elderly guests may want to be
away from the band, deejay or
speakers. Guests in wheelchairs
may need an accessible seat
near the exit.

Get some help. Enlist the help
of parents to seat their friends
and extended family members.
Parents may know best who
gets along and who should be
separated.

Bridal & Formal Wear by B LLC
Bringing The City To You

s
D rdoecaomm
tr
e ue! • Bridesmaid
• Bridal

Seat dancers near the dance
floor. To encourage dancing,
place guests who tend to be
lively close to the dance floor so
others can see them getting up
to dance and join in.

• Mother

Couples can use apps, lists
or self-made charts to plot their
reception seating arrangements.
Create place cards or a central
chart so guests can find their
seats promptly and easily.

• Flower Girl
• Prom
• Homecoming
• Tuxedos
Bonnie Schwager
419-529-2009

New Location

OH-70028377

R

eceptions may be big or
small, lavish or casual.
But regardless of their
size or style, receptions all share
a common element: They will
require couples set up seating
arrangement for guests. Even
though assigned seating isn’t
mandatory, selecting seats for
a sit-down dinner makes things
simpler and reduces confusion.
Some reception venues may
even require assigned seating
so that catering staff can service
tables accordingly.

714 Richland Mall, Mansfield
Inside the Richland Mall next
to Avita Hospital
bridalbyb.com
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Wedding
transportation trends
C

ouples planning their
weddings routinely rely on
professional transportation
to bring them to and from the
ceremony and reception. According
to The Knot Real Weddings Study
2016, roughly half of all engaged
couples will hire a transportation
service such as a limousine or party
bus for their weddings.
Wedding transportation options
abound, and some are more
popular than others. The following
are some of the ways couples are
getting to the altar on time.

Shuttles and buses: Investing
in the guest experience means
couples are seeking ways to
provide comfort and convenience
for their guests and wedding party
members. Rather than asking
guests to get themselves to and
fro, couples may employ buses or
shuttles stocked with amenities
to transport a greater number of
people. The Real Weddings Study
indicates this type of transport has
grown considerably more popular
in the last six years.
Exotic limousines: The
chauffeur-driven limousine

continues to be one of the
most popular methods of
transportation. However, to set
their weddings apart, couples are
trending away from traditional
stretch limousines and renting
something more trendy, such
as limos built upon sports
cars. SUV-based limos are
still popular, with Hummers,
Escalades and Navigators
offering the wow factor.
Vintage cars: For that A-list
look right out of a classic movie,
stepping out of a vintage vehicle
creates red-carpet moments.
Dream cars for this type of
glamorous arrival and departure
include Rolls Royce, Bentley,
Aston Martin and others. Many
private companies rent classic
vehicles. Couples also may
contract with those who attend
classic car shows.

Water transport: Couples
celebrating by the ocean, a lake
or a river can make a grand
entrance aboard a vessel. Water
taxis, pontoon boats and even
sleek speedboats may be the
transportation of choice.

The Knot says that couples
spend around 6.5 months
researching their wedding
day transportation options
and will make their decision
and a reservation five months

before their weddings. The
more exotic the transportation
option, the earlier couples
should make their decisions
to ensure they can book their
first choice.
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Rustic bouquets add natural
flair to wedding celebrations

C

ouples opting to get back to basics,
streamline their nuptials and create
more intimate and less superficial
affairs often gravitate toward rustic
celebrations to showcase their ideals.
Rustic weddings also may appeal to
environmentalists and men and women who
want their weddings to be as eco-friendly as
possible.

OH-70028360

Rustic weddings may include those
ceremonies and receptions that take place
outdoors or in abodes, such as barns,
wineries, castles, or converted silos or town
factories. In fact, Bridal Guide says that barn

weddings have never been more popular —
among both urban and rural couples alike.
Coordinating a rustic wedding may mean
letting go of perceived notions of how
everything from food to favors to flowers
should be. In fact, one way to describe
rustic weddings — and especially the
floral arrangements that adorn them — is
“purposely imperfect.”

Rustic wedding bouquets may seem like
they were plucked right out of the garden or
grabbed through a stroll in a meadow. They’re
rarely symmetrical or feature the customary
flowers of more formal wedding celebrations.

9
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Unconventional
wedding menu ideas

Frosting-free cakes
the latest trend

Taste reigns supreme at weddings featuring creative menus.

Food trucks/carts

Outdoor weddings can be enhanced
with the addition of trendy food trucks.
These restaurants on wheels can inject
burgers, sandwiches, international
delights, crêpes, noodles, and so many
more flavors into a wedding.

High-end options

Couples may want to give guests
a taste of the lavish with olive oil and
vinegar tasting stations, whiskey bars,
French hors d’oeuvres, Kobe beef sliders,
lobster tails, risotto stations, and more.

T

raditionally, one of the more
memorable aspects of wedding
receptions is the food. Whether it
was fun, tasty or something entirely new
for guests, food tends to leave a lasting
impression.
The experts at Boho Weddings say
that, more than ever before, couples
are seeking menu ideas that reflect their
personalities as a couple as they seek
to make a statement at their events.
Celebrating with delicious, unique foods
can make receptions that much more
amazing.

Bite-sized bursts

Tapas and a movement toward small
bites has started to take hold at wedding
receptions. Such a choice allows guests
to try many different flavors without
filling up too quickly. From sliders to mini
grilled cheese to soup shots to bite-sized
pizzas, many of these small bites feature
flavors borrowed from familiar comfort
foods — just presented on
a miniature scale.

Comfort stations and bars

Couples who love comfort food can
put it on display with a crostini station,
a mashed potato bar, a chicken and
waffles station, a gourmet popcorn snack
station, or a ramen noodle bar.

Childhood favorites

When it comes time for dessert, some
couples opt to avoid or downplay wedding
cakes in favor of something simpler. A
cookie-and-milk bar, doughnut holes, soft
pretzel stations, pie pops, or dessert shot
jars push creativity and sweetness to new
levels. Do-it-yourself dessert stations,
such as s’more-making and ice cream
sundae stations, also can be big hits.
Couples are increasingly feeling
less beholden to traditional wedding
reception menus as they look to infuse
their personal tastes into the foods they
plan to serve their guests. Many catering
managers and chefs welcome the
chance to work with couples looking to
create unique reception menus.

A

new trend is taking hold both in North
America and on the other side of the
Atlantic Ocean. Cakes are being pared
down so that frosting and fondant coverings are
now nearly absent from the confections.
They’re called “naked cakes,” and these
simplified desserts showcase the texture of the
cakes and their fillings. According to culinary
experts, the idea for the naked cake came from
Christina Tosi, owner of Momofuku Milk Bar.
It’s an award-winning bakery with locations
across the United States and Canada. Now
many other pastry chefs and bakers are
hopping on the naked cake bandwagon, with
the trend being highlighted by the likes of
Martha Stewart and the respected wedding
resource The Knot.

Just because these cakes may be short on
exterior buttercream doesn’t mean they fall
flat on flavor or visual appeal. Cakes can be
embellished with fresh blooms, gum pastemolded flowers, edible pearls and gems, fresh
berries, and much more. The Knot notes many
naked cakes are garnished with flavors that are
included in the cake, such as chocolate chips,
crumbs, cookie dough, or candy sprinkles.
Couples who are stripping down their
weddings to include more basics and natural
effects may be drawn to these naked cakes.
They’re also an option for those who find
frosting, buttercream and fondant too sweet
for the palate. Naked cakes enable the interior
flavors to really shine.
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Jewelry care and cleaning guidelines
Bridal gowns and tuxedos
may get their fair share of
attention at weddings, but the
subtle details of brides’ and
grooms’ wedding attire also
garner guests’ attention.

ears, and wrists of bridal party
members, individuals should
learn how to keep their jewelry
investments looking pristine.
Remove jewelry
during hard work

Breathtaking jewelry worn
by the bride, groom and
members of the bridal party
looks great on the day of the
wedding and in photos couples
will keep for decades to
come. Naturally, engagement
rings and bridal bands are
the shining stars of the
celebration. However, other
pieces of jewelry also make
for cherished accessories for
weddings.

Protect jewelry
by cleaning it
regularly and
exercising caution
when engaging in
certain activities.

Be careful around swimming
pools, spas and the ocean

Exercise caution when
wearing jewelry during
strenuous activities or when
jewelry can be damaged. Also,
watch when handling slippery
substances such as soaps and
oils, as jewelry may fall off and
become lost. Instead, remove
precious jewelry and store it
in a safe location, such as in a
jewelry chest or a drawer.

Couples should remove
jewelry before partaking in
water-based activities on
their honeymoons. According
to jewelry retailer Zales,
chlorinated water can react
with the metals found in
jewelry, causing color changes
and even structural changes.
Don’t risk jewelry falling off in
the ocean. Store it in a secure
location before diving in.

Apply lotion, cosmetics,
perfume, cologne, and
hairspray before putting on
jewelry. These substances can
discolor certain metals or even
damage stones. Prolonged
contact with perspiration and
bodily oils also can cause
discoloration over time. Gently

The Gemological Institute
of America, Inc. states that
sunlight can affect the durability
and color of colored gemstones.
Over time and in excess, the
sun and heat can fade or
damage some stones, such
as amethyst, topaz and pearls.
Other stones can darken with
exposure to the sun.

Exercise caution with
beauty products

Bridal jewelry is an
investment worth maintaining.
According to a 2013 report
by the Jewelers of America,
couples spend an average
of $4,000 on engagement
rings and more money on
wedding bands. Considering
several thousands of dollars
may adorn the necks, fingers,

wipe down jewelry with a soft
cloth after wearing it to remove
oils and sweat.

Beware the sun, too

Celebration Essentials

Housed in

Coffee Shop

Fine Linens & Décor Rental

We strive to assist our clients in
obtaining the celebration of their dreams

OH-70028407

740-397-4268
844-700-1717

OH-70028387

12 Public Square
Mt. Vernon Ohio

Rental Items:
Chair covers
Table linens
Centerpieces
Candy buffet glassware
Backdrop & ceiling drapery
Full design set up & delivery available
Credit cards accepted

419-468-5268 • Uptown Galion

125 Harding Way East • Galion, Ohio 44833
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How couples can benefit
from hiring local wedding vendors

L

ocal vendors are often a go-to choice
when couples are planning their
wedding ceremonies and receptions.
As the “shop local” movement grows in
popularity, weddings present a prime
opportunity to embrace this movement.
Couples may have different ideas
regarding where to tie the knot, but
local vendors can be hired regardless of
geography. Brides magazine says the biggest
factor influencing wedding location is the size
of the guest list and the number of people
who wouldn’t be able to attend if the wedding
was in a particular locale. Hometowns might
be the traditional choice regarding wedding
location, but the XO Group says one in four
couples now host destination weddings.
Once couples choose a town or city to
host their weddings, they can begin exploring
the benefits of working with locally-based
vendors.

Familiarity

Local vendors will be familiar with the area
and possibly even the location where the
wedding will be held. That can help couples
avoid having to give directions, discuss
venue protocols, and handle other tasks

that must be
worked out
with non-local
vendors. For
example, local
photographers
familiar with a particular venue will know all
of the best places to get shots, and some
vendors may have preexisting relationships
with venue representatives that could ensure
wedding day operations go smoothly.

Proximity

Local vendors can meet with brides and
grooms more readily throughout the planning
process, making things less stressful on
the happy couple. This also makes it easier
to drop off deposits, attend meetings,
make fitting appointments, or attend styling
sessions.

Savings

Couples who travel for their weddings and
employ local vendors will not have to pack
as much. Using local vendors eliminates the
need to bring along bulky dresses, decorative
items, flowers, and much more. Plus, couples
needn’t pay to transport and house vendors

brought along from back home.

Environment

Individuals who take great strides to
conserve resources by reducing their energy
consumption and protecting the environment
often find that shopping local is beneficial.
Local vendors are more likely to source
their materials from other local businesses,
reducing their carbon footprints along the
way. For example, local caterers may rely
on local farmers for their foods, affording
couples the chance to host eco-friendly or
even farm-to-table weddings.

Customization

Working with local vendors often translates
into getting more personalized service and
attention than mass retailers or merchants
can provide.
Going local when choosing wedding
vendors is an increasingly popular choice
among couples about to tie the knot.
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Living centerpieces
set receptions apart
W
eddings are special
occasions for all
involved. Guests may
look forward to the ceremony and
festivities to follow, and couples
who are hosting do not want to
disappoint. Brides and grooms
often look for new and innovative
ideas to set their weddings
apart from ones they may have
attended in the past.
While budget often determines
what couples can and can’t do at
their wedding receptions, bridesand grooms-to-be can prioritize
certain components if they are
looking to impress.
Centerpieces is one aspect
of the reception where couples
can get creative without breaking
the bank. Flowers are popular
centerpieces at weddings. But
even with cost-cutting measures,
such as choosing in-season

blooms, bumping up the fillerto-flower ratio and opting for
low-profile centerpieces instead
of towering alternatives, couples
can expect to pay around $2,000
on wedding flowers, offers
The Knot, a go-to resource for
wedding planning. But opting
for the following clever living
centerpiece alternatives might
not only impress guests, but also
do so on budget.

Choose potted plants. Potted
plants can serve as both favors
and reception centerpieces.
Live plants also can be an
eco-conscious decision for
couples who are interested in
incorporating “green” elements
into their weddings. Couples
tying the knot in the autumn can
place mums inside of a hollowed
pumpkin or gourd. Spring and
summer weddings can be

enhanced by miniature rose
bushes. Winter weddings may be
dressed up with small evergreen
trees or potted holly.

Marine life draws attention.
Couples can opt for inexpensive
freshwater fish to add ambiance
and a focal point for the reception
tables. Small goldfish bowls
can be decorated with gravel
that matches the color of the
wedding theme. One lucky guest
at each table can take home
the miniature aquarium after the
festivities.
Butterflies are whimsical.
Some cultures or religions
view butterflies as a symbol of

endurance, change, hope, and
vitality. Incorporating butterflies
into reception centerpieces can
make guests feel like they are
stepping into a living garden.
Small, mesh-lined cages filled
with foliage and butterflies might
add that special touch.

Living centerpieces offer
something different from floral
centerpieces. However, because
live plants and animals may be
part of the display, couples need
to account for their welfare. This
means ensuring they will be
cared for after the wedding, or in
the event of butterflies, released
into the evening sky.

We can cater your wedding!

OH-70028350

Visit us online @ www.leesfamousrecipe.com
Try out our catering calculator,

Call us for pricing at

740-387-3277
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12 wedding
tricks

add ease to
planning and fun
B

rides and grooms understandably feel a little
stress when planning their weddings. Adding
to the pressure is the fact that, according to a
WeddingWire.com report, the average couple in their
30s spends $32,000 on their wedding. That is a lot of
money riding on one day.

But planning a wedding can be even more fun than it
is stressful, especially for those couples who employ a
few tricks of the wedding planning trade.

1. Fake the cake.
Save some money by asking the bakery
cake artist to decorate a foam-tiered “mock”
cake for pictures and display, and serve
guests from an inexpensive sheet cake in the
kitchen.
2. Use labels.
Once the guest list is finalized, create a
database of guests’ addresses. Print out
two sets of labels: One for addressing the
invitations and the other to address the
thank-you cards.
3. RSVP tricks.
Number the back of RSVP cards and
correspond the numbers to the guest list. If
one or more responses is illegible, refer to
the number to figure it out.
4. Embrace inexpensive decor.
Dollar stores and craft stores are great
places to find inexpensive decorative items.
Empty wine bottles can be painted or glazed
to serve as vases. Candle lanterns can be
picked up at low cost at many retailers.

5. Create an email address.
To have all of the wedding-related details in
one place, create a separate email address
exclusively for wedding correspondence.
6. Use veil weights.
These weights can be sewn into veils to
prevent fly-aways during outdoor ceremonies
or photoshoots.

color can represent a category: His, Hers,
Friends, Work.
10. Make a photo clothesline.
A clever and inexpensive idea is to pin
photos of the couple to a string, cataloguing
how they met and their time together leading
up to the wedding.

7. Keep bugs at bay.
Spray chair and reception table legs with
insect repellent. Dryer sheets also can be
tucked into inconspicuous spots to keep bugs
away.

11. Use loose flower centerpieces.
Loose flowers in a vase are easier to
sort and transport home for guests who
want a memento. Make precut butcher’s
paper or cellophane available to make
bouquets.

8. Save money on favors.
Unless the favor is something to eat or
something especially practical, you may
consider skipping the favors altogether, as
many guests tend to forget to take them
home anyway.

12. Stock up on
string lights.
Lights can be wrapped around trees
outdoors, strung indoors around windows
or draped along buffet tables to create a
romantic ambiance.

9. Use page markers for seating.
Use multicolored, self-sticking page markers
to create easy seating arrangements. Each

Weddings can be expensive and stressful;
therefore, couples can use all the tips they can to
corral their expenses and tame their nerves.
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Affordable bachelor and bachelorette party ideas

W

eddings can be
expensive. Various
sources estimate
the average cost of weddings
is anywhere from $26,000 to
$31,000. Couples and their
parents may bear the brunt of
wedding expenses, but those
who have accepted a role in the
wedding party also can expect
their share of expenses.

Attend a group event:
Group events include
sporting events, concerts,
theater shows, or a
night at a comedy club.
Investigate discounted
tickets for large groups

Taking into account gifts,
wardrobes, makeup, bridal
showers, and travel, including
getting to and from the bachelor/
bachelorette party, bridal party
members are on the hook for a
lot of money when their friends
or family members tie the
knot. Many men and women
like to travel for their bachelor/
bachelorette parties, and costconscious bridal party members
may be concerned about how
expensive such parties can be.
Pulling out all the stops can be
exciting, but there’s no guarantee
these types of parties will be more
enjoyable than simpler soirées.
Taking steps to control costs
can help cost-conscious couples
and their friends. The following
are some affordable ideas that
can be fun for all involved.

Bar or winery crawl:
Partygoers typically want to enjoy
a night out on the town, and
traveling from one establishment
to another can be a fun way to do
just that. Everyone invited can set
themselves apart with a signature
item (hat, T-shirt, or colored
clothing), and make the rounds.

Belt out the tunes: Open mic
nights at restaurants, bars and
other establishments around
town may make for a fun way
for friends to share a few laughs
together. Participants need not
be professional singers to join in
on the festivities.
Camp out: Get in touch with

nature by enjoying a camping
trip, complete with a campfire
and a few brews. Spending time
in the wilderness can restore
focus and let stress melt away.

Poker or game night: Groups
can gather around the poker
table to test their skills in poker
and other card games. With
some free-flowing beverages and

snacks galore, games can get
pretty animated.

Dinner party: Hire a chef to
visit your house and prepare
a meal for guests. Serve a
signature cocktail and let the
conversation flow.

Bachelor and bachelorette
parties can be affordable without
sacrificing fun.

16

February 28, 2018

Did you know?

Since Ancient Roman times, June has been a popular month for couples
to tie the knot. The month’s namesake, the goddess Juno, was said to
be the protector of women in every aspect, but most notably in regard to
marriage and childbearing. Therefore, it made sense to get married and take
the first step toward creating a family in June. For practical reasons, June
also has been a prime month for marriage because the month is neither
especially hot nor especially cold in many areas of the world. While dressed
in formalwear — whether having an outdoor wedding or an indoor one — no
one wants to be overheated or uncomfortably cold.

While June is a still a popular month to get married, the wedding resource
The Knot indicates that autumn, in particular the months of September
and October, has overtaken summer as the most popular wedding season.
Warmer-than-average temperatures in autumn over the last few years as
well as a dazzling display of natural color help make the fall a popular time
for nuptials. Interestingly enough, perhaps due to a slightly cooler climate,
a 2015 survey from Wedding Bells found August to be the most popular
month to get married in Canada, and that 67 percent of weddings in Canada
that year occurred between June and September.
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